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Background story: When I received the invitation to this workshop, I concentrated my awareness on 

the expression “Expansion of Higher Education”. ‘Expansion’ addresses in my understanding 

categories of quantity. In the following days I took some notes as they came to my mind. Then I had 

to deal with quite different items like publications on the “Sociology of Money”. Four weeks prior to 

the conference, I started with the production of power point slides. I did not look at the complete 

title of the workshop again. Thus, I always thought of “more students, more problems”, not of “new” 

students. From this wrong understanding, I added some more notes to the former ones. The 

complete list is as follows: 

 

First note: The title of our workshop contains two components, a statement and a 

question. The statement is: Expansion of Higher Education . The question is: more  

students, more problems? 

At a first glance, this seems to be very easy to answer: Yes, there was and is an 

expansion of higher education, resulting in more students and more problems. But at 

a second and a third look, the situation is a bit more complicated.  

Second note: Given the case, we accept at fi rst the prevailing misleading usage of 

the words “expansion” and “education”, we have to agree: Yes, expansion of Higher 

Education results in more students. More students mean e.g. in Austria:  The total 

number of students in all ins titutions of higher education (scientific universities, Art 

Academies, Universities of Applied Sciences) amounted to 49.063 in 1971. The last 

available number is that of 2012 with 344.462  students. The total “expansion of 

students” between the years 1971 and 2012 represents an increase of more than 600 

per cent.   

Third note: Yes, it  also means more problems. That isn’t really surprising. More 

students simultaneously implies more problems. The reason is very simple: Changes 

with regard to quantities change the respective situation s in general and 

everywhere. According to the old German philosopher, Friedrich Wilhelm Hegel, 

quantity turns at a certain point into another quality –  and vice versa: to a better or 

to a worse one. More students cause not only an increase in the number of students, 

but also of graduates, employed or unemployed and satisfied or disappointed young 

people, more institutions, their differentiation, their location, t heir staff etc. And all 

of this also affects financing questions . But the challenge of problems is their 

solution in order to enhance  the conditions of life for all.  



Fourth note: Perhaps, it is  appropriate every time to state both –  some aspects may 
be becoming better, while others worsen. 

On the one hand, a huge enlargement of something is usually followed unavoidably 

by a significant change regarding contents and depth. On the other hand, the 

“expansion of higher education” required from all concerned persons and affected 

organizations a re-orientation of common views and traditional behavior.   Let us try 

to analyze the three levels of the view and respective attitudes of students, 

institutions, and the society as a whole.  

Fifth note from the viewpoint of the students:  The “expansion of the students” 

means more precisely an enlargemen t of the number of freshmen, of students in 

general, and consequently of graduates with different academic certificates. 

Actually, it is impossible to expand a student, but it is possible to enlarge the 

number of students. More important is the change of t he social origin of students. 

Whereas formerly most students had an academic family background, nowadays the 

proportion of students with no academic background has become higher. That has 

unavoidably affected the kind and mode of teaching and learning, but  also of the 

methods of exams. E.g., instead of a limited number of oral discussions between the 

examiner and the candidate, currently mass examinations take place as multiple 

choice questionnaires with computer aided evaluation of the performance. Logical ly, 

as the number of graduates increase s, the number of students with an academic 

background must also increase , but the methods of mass teaching and testing 

remain. 

Sixth note from the viewpoint of institutions: Since it is impossible to expand the 

development of a personality, it is possible to expand the system of schools. We 

know that not only the number of scientific universities has increased but also that 

formerly “lower” educational institutions have seemingly been upgraded by being 

given the name “university”.  Consequently, a segmentation of the “university” as 

community as well as unity of sciences into smaller and narrower institutions of 

higher education by usurpation of the term has taken place. 

Seventh note: I now would like to draw your attention to quite a different aspect. I 

intend to question each of the words of our title except one: “more” .  More is self- 

explaining. But what does expansion really mean? What higher? Education? Higher 

Education? Students? Problems? In general, I assert that each of these words is used 

today differently than in its original meaning, as an effect of the contemporary 

dominating superficial view. I am convinced that not merely a few problems of 

Higher Education have emerged because of inappropriate thinking. And thoughts are 

the basic orientation of our acting.   

At this state of my work in progress, I stopped  taking notes. Regarding the view of 

the society as a whole, I intended to explain and to discuss  some of the following 

concepts later on: 

Motivation and interests of the society (political ly, economically, culturally, socially) 

Push and pull  



Ability and opportunity  

Consequences and effects  

Problems and difficulties.  

I saw as main problems: Quantity dominates quality; exchange values vs. use values; 

public financing vs. financial support by private companies;  subordination of Higher 

Education under business and money perspectives;  individual assistance vs. mass 

education; heteronomous teaching instead of autonomous studying; students ’  

interest in gaining status instead of knowledge ; neglecting the structural principles 

of counterbalances of the classical European university on all levels of the 

contemporary university.  

As time went by, I stopped making notes and started to produce  the power point 

slides as follows.  
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