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University drop out as a new social 
question

• More and more discourses

• More and more studies
• More and more measures

Let ’snotice that this problem isnot a new one. In fact, 
stability of these rates.

But massification of universitiesproducts also
massification of academic failures.

Our research try to understand :
- Which factors play a role

- By which processes they play thisrole
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Secondary school Entrance to 
universit y

First year at the 
university (time 

of survey)

First year 
academic result

During the 
studies

Obtention of a 
basis degree

Age 
Remunerated 
act ivity Nationality 

Previous studies 
Previous degree 
Int errupt ion 
Independance toward parents 
 

Necessit y t o work  
Workload by hour 
Work in order to meet  his 
needs 
Diff icult  conciliat ion 
between work and studies 

Activable family and 
fr iendship  networks 
Level of  standards of  
life  

Faculté d'ent rée 
Conviction d'avoir fait le 
bon choix 

Specif icities and constraints of programme courses 

Quality  of  preparation by secondary school  
Distinction (for secondary school degree) 
Durat ion of  choice 
Interruption bet ween secondary and university st udies 

Empirical model for describingprocessesof academimcs election
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« Etudiants 2001 »

• New students at the university of Geneva (students
in their first year)

• The entire targeted-population (not a sample)
• 2724 students concerned

• 1686 respondants (response rate : 62%)
• After one year (2002) : recording of each academic

result (promotion, repeating, still in course, 
elimination, dis-registration)

• After seven year (2008) : recording whether each
student obtained a degree (which degree and when)
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« Etudiants 2001 »

Questionnaire :
- socio-demographic characteristics (age, sex, 
nationality, place of secondaryschool, social, cultural 
and geographical background, language, matrimonial 
status…)
- living conditions (housing, transport, sources of studies
financing, standards of life…)
- links with labour market (remunerated activity, 
necessityof thisact ivity, nature of thisactivity…)
- school trajectory before university (type of secondary
school, place, distinct ion, quality of preparation by 
secondaryschool…)
- choice of field of studies (faculty, strongnessof the 
choice, convinced about thischoice…)
- social networks and university integration
- motivations, interestsand expectations

Recordingof results
after one year (october
2002 – 2615 records)

Administrative 
studentsdatabase
(2001-2008) : degree
obtention
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Processual perspective

2001

2002

(2003)

(2004)

(2005)

(2006)

(2007)

2008

...

Characteristics at
the beginning

Resultsafter one 
year

Summingup of 
the degree
trajectory
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Result
after

one year

socio-
demographic  
characteristics 

living 
conditions 

links with 
labour market 

school 
trajectory 

before 
university choice of field 

of studies 

social 
networks and 

university 
integration 

motivations, 
interests and 
expectations 

Obtention of 
degree after 7 

years
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First year academicresults
N % Responses rate for 

the survey

Promotion 1458 55.8 74.8

Repeating 348 13.3 60.3

Still « in course » 162 6.2 57.4

Elimination 233 8.9 48.5

Giving up 414 15.8 32.1

Total 2615 100 62.7
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Obtention of basis degree(licenseor master) beforeo ctober
2008 accordingto result after one year (october 2002)
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Promotion rate after one year and degree rate at the end of 2008 
according to nat ionality, sexand age
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Promotion rate after one year and degree rate at the end of 2008 
according to living conditions (appraisal of material situation, housing

condit ions, contribut ion of parents to financing the studies)
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Promotion rate after one year and degree rate at the end of 2008 
according to links with labour market (remunerated activity, 

conciliation between work and studies…)
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Promotion rate after one year and degree rate at the end of 2008 according
to school trajectory beforeuniversity (type of secondary school, distinction, 

feeling about the preparation by the secondaray school)
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Promot ion rate after one year and degree rate at the end of 2008 according to 
variables « entrance to UNIGE» (1/2)
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Promotion rate af ter one year and degree rate at the end of 2008 
according to variables « entrance to UNIGE» (2/2)
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Promotion rate after one year and degree rate at the end of 2008 
according to social and university integrat ion (1/2)
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Promotion rate after one year and degree rate at the end of 2008 
according to social and university integrat ion (2/2)
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Promotion rate after one year and degree rate at the end of 2008 
according to  motivations, expectat ions and representationsof the 

university (1/2)
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Promotion rate after one year and degree rate at the end of 2008 
according to  motivations, expectat ions and representationsof the 

university (2/2 –motivations for having chosen university)
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Which kind of factorsare influent ?
-Nationality

-Year of birth

- Living conditions

- Remunerated activity

- Secondaryschool

- Interruption

- Previousuniversity degree

- Faculty

- Conviction of havingmade the good choice

- Commitment in « student job» (particularly contacts wit h professors)

- To have diverse social insertions (relationnal, act ivities, leasure, job, 

institutionnal…)

- To aimpolyvalency
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Which factorsare influent after 1 year
…but no longer (or less) influent after 7 years?

- Interruption

- Entrance to UNIGE variables 

- Social activities

- Job of student (« métier d’étudiant »)

- Motivations and expectations for university
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Coef. Sig.

Year of birth
1983-85
1982
1981
1980
1979
1975-78
1972-74
before 1972

Nationality
Switzerland
WesternEurope
Eastern Europe
Nord America
South (and central) America
Asia
Africa

Remuneratedactivity
No activity
Regular activity (part time)
Regular activity
Occasionnal activity

Faculty
Medecine
Sciences
Economics
Social sciences
Law
Psychology
Education
Art
Translation

Convincedto have made good choice
Totally
More or less
Not yet
Thinks choice may be wrong

1.830
1.456
1.235
1.180
.558
.546
.635
---

1.347
1.096
.164
.817
.254
1.164
---

-.505
-.331
-1.428
---

-4.803
-3.041
-2.728
-2.352
-2.970
-2.615
-2.793
-1.909
---

3.316
2.829
2.204
---

.000***

.000***

.000***

.000***

.092

.080

.103
---

.000***

.004**

.719

.355

.652

.033*
---

.002**

.033*

.018*
---

.000***

.000***

.000***

.002**

.000***

.001**

.000***

.012*
---

.000***

.000***

.000***
---

Logistic regression : 
probability of having
been promoted after the 
first university year
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Coef. S ig .

Year of birth
1983-85
1982
1981
1980
1979
1975-78
1972-74
before 1972
Faculty
medecin e
sciences
economics
social sciences
law
psychology
education
arts
translation
First year academic resu lt
promoted
repeater
eliminated
givin g up

1.6 56
1.7 11
1.5 86
1.1 94
1.0 82
.84 0
.89 8
---

-.81 1
-.32 5
.20 4
.24 2
.51 6
-.56 5
-.03 5
-1.2 19
---

2.9 95
.82 8
-.54 1
---

.000***

.000***

.000***

.000***

.000***

.001**

.002**
---

.029*

.338

.552

.457

.143

.097

.921

.000***
---

.000***

.000***

.023*
---

Logistic regression : 
probability of having
obtained a basis degree
after seven year at the 
university

 

 

 

 


